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be carefully cherished. Their value, at such a time
as this, is incalculably great.
It would, indeed, be most lamentable if British
rule in India, with its past traditions of high
endeavour, were to hinder at the present critical
juncture these ancient traditions of human good-will
from finding their true fulfilment Yet if all foreign
policy and direct dealing with other nations are
taken out of the hands of Indians themselves; if the
only effective mission of good-will which has gone
to China from India, in recent years, is that of the
aged poet, Rabmdranath Tagore, then, through our
lack of appreciation and understanding, we are likely
to do this very thing and so make a fatal error of
political judgment.
Surely the time has fully come for India's own
voice to be heard in the Council of the Nations.
Only thus can these old bonds of intimate friendship
be renewed and the mind of Asia be set once more
in the right direction. For in spite of her dependence
on Great Britain, India has not lost her intellectual
eminence among the nations round her. Great names,
like those of Gandhi and Tagore, have found their
rightful place in world esteem far above any parallel
names m the Far East, and also beyond many of
those who claim the highest recognition in the West.
They are world figures; yet all the while they have
to struggle against the humiliating impediment of
belonging to a subject country.
Surely there is still a vast, peace-loving population
in the West which has not yet abandoned the